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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Sixteenth Report — “Corruption and Crime Commission voluntary interviews with WA police officers” — 

Tabling 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [10.02 am]: I am directed to present the sixteenth report of the 
Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission in relation to the Corruption and 
Crime Commission’s voluntary interviews with WA police officers. 

[See paper 1798.] 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: The committee has today tabled its sixteenth report, titled “Corruption and Crime 
Commission voluntary interviews with WA police officers”. On 22 July 2013 the president of the 
WA Police Union wrote to his members informing them that they should cease participating in voluntary 
interviews with the Corruption and Crime Commission. The impact of the consequential action taken by police 
on the work of the CCC was immediate. Following this directive, no police officer agreed to participate in 
a voluntary interview with the CCC whereas prior to the directive, the vast majority of CCC interactions with 
police officers over the previous year had been by way of voluntary interview. 

The committee recommends to the Attorney General that he should amend the Corruption and Crime 
Commission Act 2003 to create a new class of voluntary interviews which creates a legal privilege on evidence 
provided when police officers answer questions during interviews with the CCC. In coming to this view, the 
committee considered evidence provided by the WA Police Union; former CCC Commissioner, 
Mr Roger Macknay, QC; the Parliamentary Inspector of the CCC, Hon Michael Murray, QC; the 
Director of Public Prosecutions, Mr Joseph McGrath, SC; and the Police Commissioner, Dr Karl O’Callaghan. If 
the Attorney General accepts this recommendation, the CCC would have three options to interview police: 
firstly, a section 137 compulsory private or public examination before a commissioner or acting commissioner; 
secondly, a voluntary private interview undertaken by CCC staff wherein the evidence given would be privileged 
as against the interviewee; or, thirdly, a voluntary private interview undertaken by CCC staff during which 
a criminal caution is given and the evidence may be used against the interviewee. 

The committee’s recommendation would provide certainty to WA police officers that anything they provided in 
a voluntary interview with the CCC cannot be used in a later criminal prosecution, except when warned in 
advance or in the ordinary exceptions, such as to prove a prior inconsistent statement. 
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